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Introduction

The Elbow River Promenade is a community initiated
project to revitalize a neglected section of riverbank
while celebrating the natural and human history of  
Roluleauville, one of Calgary’s earliest neighbourhoods. 
The new Promenade is an accessible pathway featuring  
cantilevered viewing decks, benches, bronze plaques,  
interpretive signage and an interactive public art piece.

The story of the Elbow River is one of flooding: flooding  
of the river itself, as well as an influx of new people and 
development that disrupted the area’s existing culture  
and historic character. The original Francophone settlers  
of Rouleauville were inundated by Anglophone settlers  
following annexation by The City of Calgary in 1907.  
Since the 1970s, many of the heritage buildings and 
streetscapes that defined the area have been washed  
away by the tide of progress.

Wave patterns, water-inspired colours, and horizontal bars
referencing the water level markers on a nearby bridge all
evoke the literal flooding by the river. The use of French and
English text honours the original settlers. Brick supports
and structures provide a tangible link to a historic brick 
factory in the area and gave the community a fundraising 
opportunity.
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Bronze panels give an overview of the history of two  
communities that border the river, using materials 
and style of other markers in the district. A unique  
kaleidoscope, the ‘Realiscope,’ offers an ironic twist 
on the standard tourist scope. Instead of bringing  
an image closer, the Realiscope fragments and  
rearranges reality to give the viewer a different  
perspective, reinforcing the idea that the area  
is constantly changing. 
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The theme “You need strong roots to survive a flood” 
plays with the idea that flooding can be traumatic 
and destructive, it can also be a natural and healthy 
process of renewal. Just as healthy trees, grasses and 
other vegetation along the riverbank help hold the soil 
in place during periodic flooding, maintaining strong 
cultural roots will hold communities together and 
allow them to adapt to new circumstances. 

West end: Waves of development





Although English became the dominant language  
of the Mission district very early on, the area  
continued to play a role in the development of  
Calgary’s francophone community by supporting  
French-language education and institutions.

Middle: Inundated by English





The Elbow River has flooded many times, most  
recently in 2005. It will flood again. A healthy  
riverbank with trees and natural vegetation will  
help reduce the effects of erosion during floods.

East end: Life on the flood way




